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Revisiting Igbal’s Javidnama as a Shared Space of
Pilgrimage

AbdulBasit Zafar

Research Fellow in Comparative Theology, University of Bonn, Bonn, Germany |
mohammedbasitzafar@gmal.com

Abstract

The practise of pilgrimage has been deeply ingrained in human cultures
across the globe. It has been prevalent in the Semitic traditions in the
forms of rituals, remembrance, and sanctification. Pilgrimage in Muslim
tradition could be understood in three fundamental concepts. For one,
pilgrimage is the obligatory visit to the sacred sanctuary in Mecca and
the circumambulation of the Kaaba during the hajj. The second concept
pertains to the act of visiting shrines or remnants associated with saints
and imams, while the third discourse involves embarking on an
introspective journey as portrayed in hagiographic literature, i.e., Ibn
‘Arabi, °‘Attar of Nishapur. The phenomenon of embarking on an
introspective exploration is frequently observed within the realms of
Sufi and Shia discourses. This paper examines the subsequent phase of
these journeys, as portrayed by Mohammed Igbal (1877-1938). In the
Book of Eternity, namely Javidnama, he records his metaphysical
journey as he explores different celestial realms such as the Moon,
Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn. Ultimately, he surpasses the
limitations of these celestial spheres and achieves a state of closeness to
the divine being. Within the framework of Muslim pilgrimage tradition,
spiritual stations (afldk/maqgamat) are perceived as domains of shared
inhabitations, wherein the journeyer ultimately encounters the
intersection of yearning, the individual who yearns, and the desired
entity. It mentions Igbal’s pilgrimage alongside his source of inspiration
and his spiritual mentor, Jaldluddin Rumi (1207-1273). It is worth
noting that the individuals Igbal encountered during his expedition
were not exclusively chosen from the Abrahamic lineage of prophets.
Therefore, approaching it from an inclusive perspective would facilitate
the cultivation of a collective understanding of shared spaces in his
pilgrimage. The objective of this paper is to revisit Igbal's Javidnama,
(The Book of Eternity) using the provided framework.

Keywords: Mohammad Igbal, shared spaces, Javidnama, theology of
pilgrimage, The Book of Eternity
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Concept of Pilgrimage in Mystical Literature

Qorban Valiei

Assistant Professor, Department of Persian Literature, Zanjan University,
Zanjan, Iran | qorban.valy@gmail.com

Abstract

Mysticism is indeed the encounter with the absolute unique reality of
being. This encounter is often the result of a spiritual process called
“spiritual journey (Sayr wa Sultk)”. The encounter with the absolute
unique reality of being takes place either in the mirror of the cosmos or
in the mirror of the self. The first is called external (’Afaqi) mystical
experience, and the second is called internal (Anfusi) mystical
experience. In both cases, the spiritual journey, ultimately leading to the
mystical experience, can be seen as the central point in the concept of
pilgrimage. The wayfarer (Salik) in the spiritual journey is a pilgrim
who, at the highest level, visits/encounters the absolute unique reality
of being within themselves. However, in the mystical journeys, the
intermediaries are necessary. The Shaikh, the guide, and the master play
the role of intermediaries. By visiting the Shaikh, the wayfarer finds
his/her true essence and acquires self-knowledge. This pilgrimage-like
movement passes through inner stages and levels, which are called
“states (Halat)” and “stations (Magamat)” in mystical terminology. In
mystical teachings, in addition to the Shaikh, there is great emphasis on
visiting the companions of the path, sacred places, and holy sites. Thus,
fundamentally, the internal manifestation of external pilgrimage can be
seen as the mystical journey that begins from the self and leads to the
encounter with the absolute unique reality of being.

Keywords: pilgrimage, mysticism, mystical experience
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Pilgrimage (Hajj) in Islam and its Psychological
Implications

Saliha Uysal

Assistant Professor, Department of Psychology of Religion, Istanbul University,
Istanbul, Turkey | saliha.uysal@istanbul.edu.tr

Abstract

Hajj is one of the five pillars of Islam and is the pilgrimage and
circumambulation ritual of the Kaaba in Mecca performed by Muslims
during the month of Dhu al-Hijjah. Hajj has an important role in Islamic
theology and practice. The Muslim who performs the pilgrimage gives a
new meaning to his position and existence in the world. This allows him
to subject his environment to a new evaluation starting from himself.
Hajj also has a psychological significance in human being’s life. This
study focuses on the theology of pilgrimage in Islam and its
psychological dimensions on pilgrims. It tries to explore how hajj
impacts the human psyche and what kind of results it does for the
psychological well-being of the pilgrim. This qualitative study aims to
offer insights into the effects of hajj on the pilgrim’s psyche. 10 (ten)
pilgrims were interviewed with semi-structured questions in the
context of pre-while-and post-hajj of the pilgrims. It was seen that the
act of hajj reduces the “stress, anxiety, panic attack, OCD” and increases
“meaning of life, love of Allah, emotional ease, psychological well-being,
peace, inner balance, safety, self-confidence, coping abilities, satisfaction
of mind and heart, feeling of solidarity and unity in society.”

Keywords: Hajj, pilgrimage, psychology, psychology of religion,
psychological well-being
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Long-Distance Catholic Pilgrimage in North-West
Europe in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries

Elizabeth Tingle
De Montfort University, Leicester, UK | elizabeth.tingle@dmu.ac.uk

Abstract

Pilgrimage was one of the defining features of medieval Christianity. But
the practice declined across Europe in the first half of the sixteenth
century, a result of criticism by religious reformers, abolition by
Protestant regimes and because wars and instability in many regions
limited travel. Yet from the 1570s, pilgrimage revived, slowly at first
then more rapidly after 1600. This was a result of the Council of Trent’s
confirmation of the importance of saints’ cults; the great Roman jubilee
of 1575 and the re-adoption of traditional devotional activities by an
increasingly confident and militant Catholic Church eager to revive the
faith and to thwart Protestantism. But it was not simply a matter of the
revival of old practices; there were changes in the Catholic Reformation.
The key transformations were threefold: a greater localization of
shrines, based on the parish or neighborhood; the involvement of
religious orders such as Jesuits and Capuchins; and the growing prestige
of Rome. Long-distance pilgrimage to sites in north-western Europe also
expanded, despite the conflicts with Protestantism that arose in this
region. France, the Low Countries, Britain and Ireland, were places of
disputation and hostility between confessions; sacred landscapes and
journeys came under attack and in some regions, were outlawed by the
state. In this research, I explore the motives of pilgrims travelling to and
from these regions, both the theology of clergy and the day-to-day
motives of pilgrims, which were primarily the search for cures,
thanksgiving for graces received and to be close to the saints. I also
explore the experience of pilgrims using two contemporary accounts of
Rome and Santiago de Compostela. In conclusion, I argue that
pilgrimage, that is, the ability to encounter God and the saints in a
tangible way by the individual believer, was an important activity in the
consolidation and growth of the Catholic Church after the Reformation.
Keywords: pilgrimage, Catholicism, sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries, north-west Europe
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Pilgrimage after Death: The Reflection of
Transferring Corpses to Holy Shrines in Travelogues

Saeed Tavousi Masrour

Assistant Professor, Department of Philosophy and Theology, Allameh
Tabataba'i University, Tehran, Iran | saeed.tavoosi@atu.ac.ir

Abstract

The transfer of corpses to holy shrines, especially in Najaf and Karbala,
has been common among Shiite Muslims living in Iran, Iraq, and even
India in recent centuries. However, it is known that the history of this
act dates back to the first five centuries of the Hijri calendar, to the
extent that the corpses of the Buyid rulers were transferred to the
shrine of Imam Hussein and buried there. Since one of the meanings of
Walayah is proximity, Shiite Muslims in the era of the presence of
Imams sought to endure all hardships to meet their Imams (in the era of
their presence) or visit their shrines (after their martyrdom). In
continuation of this approach, Shiite Muslims are interested in having
their bodies rest in the soil of the Imams' shrines, and the tradition of
transferring corpses to holy shrines is a manifestation of this belief and
interest. Travelogues, including those of Muslim pilgrims like Saif al-
Dawla Qajar and non-Muslim travelers like Jane Dieulafoy, are among
the main sources of the history of body transfers to the most important
Shia pilgrimage sites. Based on the reports of travelogues and other
sources, it is evident that various issues in terms of health, economy,
politics, etc. were involved in the transfer of bodies. For example, Sabri
Ates, in one of his articles (2010) has addressed issues related to the
transfer of corpses from Iran to the holy sites in the Ottoman Empire in
the nineteenth century.

Keywords: travelogues, Shia Holy Shrines, transfer of corpses, Shiites
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Hajj and Passing the Desert in Attar of Nishapur’s
Works

Zoheyr Tavakoli
Poet and Literary Critic | soltanali84@gmail.com

Abstract

Pilgrimage has various forms in Sufi texts. In Sufism, based on Quranic
verses, two terms have been coined: external journey (Seyr-e-Afaqi) and
internal journey (Seyr-e-Anfusi). One aspect of the external journey has
been the traveling of the spiritual wayfarer, and fundamentally, one of
the functions or purposes of Khanqahs, Zawiyahs, and Duwayrahs
(different terms for Sufi lodges) has been to accommodate and host
traveling Sufis. Among the important objectives of Sufi travels were
visiting the tombs of the Shaikhs or visiting living Shaikhs and receiving
blessed garments from them. Alongside this aspect of pilgrimage, Hajj
and passing the Hejaz desert were the most important pilgrimage
journeys in Sufi texts. This journey in Sufism has two forms: Hajj based
on complete reliance on God (Hajj-e-Tavakkul), meaning performing the
Hajj pilgrimage without any provisions, and Hajj based on withdrawal
from corporeality (Hajj-e-Tajrid), meaning limiting oneself to a staff and
a water bottle. This journey may ultimately lead to the long stay of Sufi
in Mecca. For example, the most important sub-narrative that Attar
mentions in the midst of his long narratives is the story of Shaikh
San‘an. Shaikh San‘an resides in Mecca and has performed nearly fifty
Hajj. In this narrative, leaving the spiritual journey (Seyr wa Sulik)
which was devoid of the experience of love, is symbolized by the
departure from Mecca towards Rome, and Shaikh San‘an's return to
Mecca from Rome is symbolized by removing the black dust that had
been for a long time a barrier and veil between the Shaikh and God.
Thus, the pilgrimage to the al-Ka‘ba is a symbol of meeting with Allah,
and in Attar's narratives, the most important criterion for transcending
and criticizing the superficial norms of the religious society. In Hajj
narratives, he has tried to convey this message: if you see the house (i.e.
al-Ka‘ba) but not its owner, you have not performed the Hajj.

Keywords: Hajj, pilgrimage, sufism, Attar of Nishapur
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The Emphasis on Monotheism in Visitation of the
Holy Shrines of Shiite Imams as the Essence of
Pilgrimage: A Case Study of “Ziyarat al-Jamia‘ah al-
Kabirah” and “Ziyarat ’Amin Allah”

Seyved Mohammad Kazem Tabataba'i
Associate Professor at the University of Quran and Hadith; Chancellor of the
Research Center of Hadith Sciences and Teachings, Rey, Iran |
tabakazem@gmail.com
Abstract
“Ziyarat” (Pilgrimage), when examined through linguistic and
terminological lenses, reveals itself to possess layers and hierarchies. Its
core semantic essence is the “will” - a transcendent and metaphysical
inclination that subsequently evolves into intention. Hence, it can be
stated that the first and inaugural level of Pilgrimage is this “will,”
signifying the heartfelt connection between the pilgrim and the
Infallibles. The second level is “intention,” which propels the pilgrim
towards the act of embarking on a journey to visit the Infallibles. The
third level of Pilgrimage involves the “encounter” and meeting with the
Infallibles, which is achieved through the physical presence within the
shrines. The final and supreme layer of Pilgrimage encompasses the
pilgrim's presence and unity with the Infallibles. This level seeks a
particular form of knowledge, one that can bring the pilgrim's
intellectual horizons closer to the sphere of knowledge possessed by the
infallibles. This knowledge is manifested the best in pilgrimage prayers
that truly expose the essence of pilgrimage and enhance the pilgrim's
knowledge and understanding. The most significant aspect of this
cognitive enhancement is the central concept of monotheism, which is
more prominent and evident in pilgrimage prayers such as “Ziyarat al-
Jamia‘ah al-Kabirah” and “Ziyarat ’Amin °Allah”. Ziyarat al-Jamia‘ah al-
Kabirah, for example, enumerates over 200 exalted attributes of the
Imams, accompanied by the mention of God 318 times. Ziyarat ’Amin
’Allah, on the other hand, consists of 66 invocations and praises of the
Almighty, commencing with the description of the virtues of the
Infallible Imam and concluding with attention to the Creator. In essence,
Pilgrimage begins with the heartfelt desire and intention of the pilgrim
towards the Infallible Imams and ultimately leads the pilgrim to a
profound knowledge of God and monotheism.
Keywords: pilgrimage, Ziyarat al-Jamia‘ah al-Kabirah, Ziyarat ’Amin
’Allah, monotheism
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Pilgrimage and the World of Life Based on
Transcendent Theosophy

Mahdi Soltani
Assistant Professor, Baqir al-Olum University, Qom, Iran | m.soltani@bou.ac.ir

Abstract

Some researchers in the field of pilgrimage have made a dichotomy by
setting daily interactions from the social communications of pilgrimage.
In other words, they have described social communications of
pilgrimage as something completely different from everyday life
interactions. The beginning of this dichotomy can be traced back to the
Christian world. Since the time of Augustine, dichotomies such as the
City of God and the Earthly City have prevailed. According to Augustine,
progress is pilgrimage itself, and as a pilgrim of the City of God, humans
progress during this pilgrimage. However, Shiite theology and the
transcendent theosophy, which is a re-explanation of Shiite theology,
reject these dichotomies and argue that life is always a pilgrimage. Life
is a journey, and human beings are pilgrims of this life. The existential
subsistence of life is on Shiite theology, which is fully manifested in the
Imam. The Imam is the complete manifestation of God and possesses the
attributes of both elegance (Jamal) and majesty (Jalal). In the journey of
life, human beings strive to ascertain these qualities. The substantial
motion (al-Harakah al-Jawhariyyah) that flows throughout the existence
of life creates various forms on the individual as the latest species (al-
Naw* al-Akhir). In this journey, human beings are pilgrims of the Imam
in the journey of life, either towards the elegance attributes of the Imam
or the majesty attributes of the Imam. Interestingly, in the 14th century
AD, Europeans also interpreted pilgrimage as a journey of life, just as in
transcendent theosophy, in which the pilgrimage means the journey of
life, a life whose existential subsistence is on the Imam. Although human
beings are pilgrims throughout life and cannot be separated from the
Sacred, according to the dichotomy of reality (Haqigat) and flimsiness
(Raqiqgat) in transcendent theosophy, the presence of the Sacred in some
places and times (such as holy shrines or some special hours and days)
is true (bi al-Haqgiqat), and in other places and times, is gradationally
flimsy (bi al-Raqgiqat).

Keywords: pilgrimage, social communications, transcendent theosophy,
world of life, Shiite theology
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The Perception of Ali Shariati and John Bunyan of
the pilgrimage as a way of life: A comparative
analysis

Aboobaker Sidhique

M.A. Student in Islamic Studies, Maulana Azad National Urdu University,
Hyderabad, India | ikleel394@gmail.com

Abstract

Every major faith tradition in the world including Islam, Christianity,
Hinduism, Buddhism, Taoism and the like emphasize the idea of
wayfaring and pilgrimage, that is, a physical journey one undertakes
with a religious motive. Peregrinatio, like hajj, is commonly understood
and lectured by believers and scholars as a place-oriented pilgrimage
wherein a believer embarks on a journey to holy places like Jerusalem
and Mecca. Is pilgrimage actually all about journeying spatially from one
place to another seeking the Lord's grace? There are certain scholars
from both Islamic and Christian traditions who interpreted the
pilgrimage in the inward, esoteric, or metaphoric sense of pursuing a
way of life extending toward eternity. John Bunyan and Ali Shariati from
Christian and Islamic traditions respectively are prominent among
them. In his 'The pilgrim's progress' John Bunyan translated the
pilgrimage into an allegorical struggle with the self. Likewise, Ali
Shariati in his public lectures and writings expressed hajj as a spiritually
transformative experience. The same narrative can be traced in the
writings and treatises of many Sufi figures ranging from Islamic and
Christian traditions. Pilgrimage, therefore, is an inward, spiritual
journey towards eternity, nirvana or being abstinent from worldly
pleasures. This way of life is explicitly stated by Prophet Muhammad as
he advised Abdullah bin Umar, ' Be in this world as if you were a
stranger or a traveler'. That pilgrimage in Islamic and Christian
traditions has to do not merely or mainly with walking a spatial
pathway but with a way of life is a prominent theme of this research
paper. The way of life Ali Shariati and Bunyan formulate from the
concept of pilgrimage is deeply discerned and compared in the study.
Keywords: Hajj, peregrinatio, metaphoric, spiritual journey, way of life,
Ali Shariati, John Bunyan, comparison
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Abstract

Judaism, alongside Christianity and Islam, places great emphasis on
pilgrimage, and from a historical perspective, it is considered a pioneer
in this regard. As the holiest religious site of the Jews, Jerusalem is also
revered by the other two religions. The tombs of prophets and religious
figures such as the tombs of Prophet David on the heights of Mount Zion,
Prophet Samuel in northern Jerusalem, and Rachel in the midst of
Jerusalem and Bethlehem serve as points of connection between these
three divine religions. The complexity and breadth of the realm of
pilgrimage in Jewish culture can be categorized from various
perspectives. Therefore, the beliefs, intentions, and motivations behind
different forms of pilgrimage and various pilgrimage sites are worthy of
investigation. For example, pilgrimage sites can be put into three
groups: 1. The Jerusalem Temple and the surrounding areas. These
pilgrimage sites are of historical significance and are mentioned in the
Bible. The resting places of Jewish sages and prophets are also included
among them. 2. The tombs of Talmudic and Kabbalah scholars and
Rabbis, predominantly located in Galilee. 3. Various sites that emerged
in modern times, mostly serving as memorials for sages, scholars, and
certain historical events. This paper seeks to explain the various
dimensions of pilgrimage within Jewish culture from a descriptive-
historical perspective. As historical research reveals, some newer forms
of pilgrimage, such as memorials and virtual pilgrimage, have emerged
in response to the social and historical conditions of Jews over the last
century.

Keywords: pilgrimage, Temple of Jerusalem, Prophets and rabbis,
Talmudic scholars, Galilee
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Abstract

This research delves into the theological depths of the Varanasi
pilgrimage, unravelling the profound spiritual, ritualisticc and
philosophical dimensions that underpin this sacred journey in
Hinduism. Employing a mixed-methodological approach, this
study combines qualitative and quantitative methods to
comprehensively investigate the theological aspects behind the Varanasi
pilgrimage. This research begins with an extensive review of religious
texts, historical documents, and scholarly works related to Varanasi and
Hindu theology. This comprehensive review establishes a
foundational understanding of the theological concepts associated with
the pilgrimage. A series of structured interviews and surveys will be
conducted with pilgrims, priests, and scholars who have experienced or
studied the Varanasi pilgrimage. These interviews  will
provide qualitative insights into the personal motivations, spiritual
experiences, and theological beliefs that drive pilgrims to Varanasi. This
quantitative approach will help quantify the theological significance of
the pilgrimage in the context of contemporary Hinduism. The study will
engage in a rigorous philosophical analysis of the theological
concepts associated with Varanasi, drawing from classical Hindu
scriptures and philosophical treatises to provide a deeper
understanding of the underlying beliefs. In addition, a comparative
analysis will be conducted to examine how the theological aspects of
the Varanasi pilgrimage relate to other sacred sites and pilgrimages in
Hinduism, allowing for a broader theological perspective. Through this
multifaceted methodology, this research aims to provide a
comprehensive and nuanced exploration of the theological dimensions
of the Varanasi pilgrimage, shedding light on its enduring significance in
the context of contemporary Hindu religious practices and beliefs.
Keywords: Hinduism, pilgrimage, Varanasi, theology
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The pilgrimage, due to its significant intellectual, cultural, and religious
aspects, can be the subject of study from both theological and musical
perspectives. In this study, the most important aspects of the
relationship between the theology of pilgrimage and music in Iranian-
Islamic culture are enumerated. Firstly, the pilgrimage journey and
music are discussed. Musical melodies composed for welcoming or
bidding farewell to pilgrims, particularly the Chavoushi chants, are
considered enduring musical works within this culture. However, in
addition to their musicality, their lyrics generally contain theological
messages for the general public. These works, employing the
imaginative elements of poetry and music, serve various theological
purposes such as evoking spiritual fervor, reminding the purpose of
pilgrimage, and paying continuous attention to God. The imaginative
impact of music provides it with an advantage over purely rational
teachings, as it leaves a lasting impression on the pilgrims' memories
and evokes a greater emotional engagement. The second part of this
study is dedicated to the relationship between pilgrimage sites and
music. Each pilgrimage site has its own unique musical identity,
including melodies of the call to prayer ("Azan) or the rhythmic beats of
the drum (Naqare Khani), etc. While each site possesses its distinct
musical identity, there is an inherent unity among the music of all sacred
places. This point holds true for the music performed during various
pilgrimage ceremonies, including holy feasts, mourning rituals, and
celebrations of births. Recitation of pilgrimage supplications
(Ziaratnameh), whether individually or collectively, and the recitation of
specific invocations, such as Talbiyah or special prayers (Salawat-e
Khasseh), are other forms of expression aided by musical instruments
that reflect the spiritual journey and fervor of the pilgrims.

Keywords: theology of pilgrimage, Iranian music, Chavoushi chants,
artistic imagination
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Abstract

This paper reflects upon Abrahamic mystical practice oriented first to
the biographical portrayals of the prophets in their miraculous
journeying into the presence of the divine both terrestrially and
celestially. These prophetic travelogues shape the mystical landscapes
and purposes of pilgrimage in the history and contemporary accounts of
pilgrimage spirituality. Noting particularly how the stories of such
guidance to the Land of Promise and to the Mount of Sacrifice as with
Prophet Abraham, to the Ladder of Heaven as with Prophet Jacob, to the
mountain of the Lord as with Prophet Moses, to the cave of Refuge as
with Prophet Elijah, to the Throne of Heaven as with Prophet Isaiah, to
the Mountain of Transfiguration as with Messiah Jesus, to the Last Day
and to the New Jerusalem as with Apostle John and Apostle Paul, often
with an angelic companion to Jerusalem, as with Prophet Ezekiel and
Prophet Mohammad. Whether celestial or terrestrial, these biographies
are read as mystical experiences of journeying into a transcendent space
to be emulated among all Abrahamic mystics and their readers where
the narratives progressively portray an internalization of pilgrimage
throughout a lifetime of faith and illumination seeking and realizing the
intimate presence of God and God’s divine emissaries. While
geographically defined ritual pilgrimage is perennially practiced,
internalized pilgrimage with or without physical traveling is the
distinguishing mark of Abrahamic mystical practice drawing upon the
eschatological / apocalyptic languages and frameworks of the prophetic
texts. This paper highlights these connections between prophetic and
mystical texts suggestive of hermeneutical aspects linking the two
dimensions of interfaith reading.

Keywords: internal pilgrimage, internalization, mystical experiences,
interfaith reading
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Abstract

This study critically explores the metaphorical use of “pilgrimage”
(z1arat) in Persian mystical poetry, particularly in the works of Hafez
Shirazi, Shaykh Mahmiud Shabistari, and $a’ib Tabrizi. The poets
transcend the term'’s traditional religious implications, imbuing it with a
profound spiritual and philosophical resonance. Hafez Shirazi employs
the metaphor of “pilgrimage” in association with the “tavern” and “wine
house,” using “wine” as a symbol of divine love and knowledge, thus
revealing a spiritual journey surpassing literal religious adherence. The
paper further delves into the usage of “pilgrimage” as a spiritual journey
towards the divine shrine: the human “heart.” Shabistari and S3’ib
Tabrizi’'s works conceptualize the heart as an object of pilgrimage,
reflecting humans’ inherent sacredness and divinity. This interpretation
expands the notion of pilgrimage beyond a physical journey to a
metaphorical quest for self-understanding and compassion. Moreover,
the research identifies the dual role of metaphoric language in Shirazi’s
work: a protective strategy and a critique of formalistic religious
practice. The use of metaphor serves not as a rejection of religion but as
a nuanced challenge to rigid religious interpretations. Remarkably, the
metaphorical interpretation of “pilgrimage” extends beyond the
confines of literature and has integrated into Iranian vernacular,
adopting a new meaning to imply “visiting” individuals. The humans’
divine nature underpins this linguistic transformation; thus, interacting
with someone is interpreted as a spiritual journey to their heart.
Nevertheless, potential critiques arise from these interpretations. While
poetically compelling, they may offer an overly romanticized view of the
spiritual journey and may not resonate with all due to cultural, religious,
or personal constraints. The paper offers insight into the transformative
power of language in Persian mystical poetry, emphasizing the
metaphorical use of “pilgrimage” despite potential limitations and
criticisms. It demonstrates poetry’s ability to push boundaries, provoke
thought, and invite deeper spiritual exploration.

Keywords: Persian mystical poetry, spiritual pilgrimage, heart, Divine
love and knowledge
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One of the notable topics in medieval Christian theology is pilgrimage
and its relationship with other realms of thought and Christian culture.
The present study aims to find the connections between pilgrimage and
aesthetics in Christian theology. In Christian theological thought, at least
four general aspects of pilgrimage have been discussed. These aspects
include pilgrimage as a type of journey to a sacred place (pilgrimage
travel), pilgrimage as the recitation of specific prayers and invocations
(pilgrimage recitation), pilgrimage as an act of honoring, sanctifying, or
worshipping a sacred entity, and pilgrimage as a confrontation with a
symbolic entity. Various discussions about “art and aesthetics” can be
inferred from Christian theological works. Furthermore, Christian art,
especially the works related to churches and pilgrimage sites, can be
considered a representation of theological perspectives of art and
aesthetics in Christianity. The findings of the present study indicate that
pilgrimage and Christian aesthetics have at least four direct connections,
which include 1. the influence of pilgrimage journeys on the formation
of Christian art and the theorization about them, 2. the role and
significance of hymns and musical melodies in Christian pilgrimage
recitation, 3. artistic works as the objects of pilgrimage and whether this
king of pilgrimage is permissible or not, and ultimately, 4. the symbolic
meaning of artistic works which are the objects of pilgrimage.
Keywords: theology of pilgrimage, Christian theology, Christian
aesthetics, Christian art
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Abstract

The act of pilgrimage in the medieval text, John’s Mandeville’s Travels,
brings the reader’s focus to the body of the pilgrim, reinforcing the body
as the site from which pilgrimage emerges and illuminating medieval
pilgrimage as an embodied experience. Mandeville’s pilgrimage
emphasizes the bodily-self as an active force in Nature, despite being
written in the 14th century, an era in which mind-body dualism ran
through the ideological, religious, and cultural veins of society and
privileged the mind as a human’s primary means of existence and truth.
By using Maurice Merleau-Ponty’s phenomenology of the body-as-self |
will describe how Mandeville’s pilgrim experiences the pains and
rewards of pilgrimage only through the body—with an acute emphasis
on feet—and through this confronting of the body, he is brought closer
to God, other bodies, and the body of the earth. Mandeville’s depiction of
the earth suggests that it is very much alive, reinforcing the pilgrimage
path as an active force within pilgrimage. In doing so, I pick up the
ecopoetic threads of medievalist scholar Susan Morrison, which explore
the ecological paths of medieval pilgrimage and maintains the flesh of
nature and the flesh of the body as equal participants in the act of
pilgrimage. Drawing on Merleau-Ponty’s later work which insists on the
inseparability of the human body and Nature and describes this
entangling as Ineinander (the German word for chiasm)— this essay
will demonstrate how through this Ineinander, the body of the pilgrim
and the body of the earth as active agents that are shaped by and shape
one another.

Keywords: phenomenology, Maurice Merleau-Ponty, medieval
pilgrimage, theology, Jesus Christ’s feet, ineinander, ecopoetics, vibrant
materialism, body-subject, John Mandeville’s Travels
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Abstract

In the common parlance, the primary aim of pilgrimage is supplication
to the infallible Imams, asking them to supply people’s needs. However,
according to Shiite narrations (hadiths), the focal point of the pilgrimage
is having a true knowledge of the one being visited, and it is upon this
knowledge that other significant objectives for the pilgrimage are
delineated by the infallible Imams themselves. These objectives are as
follows: the pilgrim's proximity to the Almighty, bringing about spiritual
and moral transformation within the pilgrim, the pilgrim's repentance
from sins, the pilgrim's pledge of allegiance to the one being visited, the
pilgrim's dissociation from oppressors, and the eradication of ignorance.
To achieve genuine pilgrimage and to reach these objectives, narrations
present some instructions for what should be done both prior to and
during the pilgrimage. For example, seeking forgiveness from others and
purifying wealth before pilgrimage. Furthermore, during the pilgrimage
journeys, pilgrims are cautioned against any form of extravagance.
During the journey to Karbala, pilgrims are advised to eat and drink less
in order to better understand the severe conditions of Imam Hussein,
his family, and his companions on the day of Ashura at that time.
Keywords: pilgrimage, purpose of pilgrimage, knowledge of the one
being visited
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Abstract

A review of Western philosophical theories of communication, such as those of
Gadamer, Bakhtin, and Habermas, shows that social communications are
shaped by cultural hermeneutics and the faculty of imagination. However, by
imagination, they meant an unreal realm and-as Corbin called it- a kind of
“fantasy” in which the human soul, under the influence of phenomenological
forms, creates imaginary images. Therefore, communications based on these
theories imply a kind of cultural relativism that denies any truth beyond the
world of human communications. In contrast, imagination, according to Muslim
philosophers and thinkers such as Ibn Arabi, Suhrawardi, and Mulla Sadra, is
seen as a realm of real affairs and connected to the intermediate world (the
world of Barzakh). This article will discuss the distinction between the Western
and Islamic meanings of the faculty of imagination, with a focus on Muslim
philosophers, especially Mulla Sadra. I believe that the faculty of imagination
for Western thinkers is equivalent to the “disjunctive imagination” in the view
of Mulla Sadra, which, of course, is distinct from the “conjunctive imagination”
which has no place in Western theories. Relying on Corbin's analysis of the
faculty of imagination and its equivalents such as the Eighth Climate, Jabulga
and Jabulsa worlds, and the intermediate world, [ will discuss the relationship
between this realm and the position of the infallible Imams in Shia thought.
Since the concept of pilgrimage in Shia thought is related to the visitation of
infallible Imams, it seems that in pilgrimage, the human soul distances itself
from the attachments of the material world and becomes ready for visiting the
Imams and receiving the conjunctive imagination forms. According to Mulla
Sadra's explanation of the union of the disjunctive and conjunctive Imagination,
pilgrims establish such a union with the infallible Imams during the pilgrimage,
and it becomes a form of authentic and meaningful human communication.
Contrary to Western theories of communication, this way of activating the
faculty of imagination will not fall into the trap of cultural relativism. In this
perspective, pilgrims, based on their common understanding of the truth of the
Imam, communicate with each other beyond linguistic, ethnic, tribal, racial, and
other materialistic limitations of the world.

Keywords: pilgrimage, disjunctive and conjunctive imagination,
communication theory, Mulla sadra
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Abstract

One of the religious rituals in various religions is pilgrimage. This act
has a prominent position in Christianity, especially Catholicism. Since
Christianity considers Jesus Christ as the manifestation of divinity on
earth, according to the Catholic Church, the actions of Jesus Christ are
considered divine revelations. This means that the Church, as the
representative of Christ, is responsible for overseeing these actions. One
of these actions is pilgrimage. In other words, since Jesus Christ went on
a pilgrimage to Jerusalem, Christians are also obligated to go on a
pilgrimage. In the early centuries of Christianity, this pilgrimage was
exclusive to Jerusalem, but gradually the graves of the apostles, saints,
and martyrs also became pilgrimage destinations for Christians. This
pilgrimage had an external aspect, which included visiting the terrestrial
Jerusalem or the tombs of religious figures, accompanied by
supplication, repentance, and seeking intercession. However, the
internal aspect of pilgrimage, from the perspective of Catholicism based
on the Bible, is living like a pilgrim in this world and traveling to the
heavenly city of Jerusalem. According to Christian belief, humanity was
expelled from paradise due to the original sin of Adam and Eve, but
Jesus Christ, through his crucifixion, atoned for the sins of humanity and
reconciled God and humans. This sacrifice of Jesus Christ enabled
humans to return to their original position and heavenly life. Therefore,
a Christian is a traveler in the world who must return to their original
position, just like a pilgrim on a journey who has little attachment to
worldly affairs and constantly remains a traveler to the heavenly city of
Jerusalem. Reaching this heavenly city is not only achieved through a
pilgrim-like way of life, but also requires a guide who shows the path
and serves as a savior. This guide is no one but Jesus Christ.

Keywords: pilgrimage, Catholicism, Jerusalem, Jesus Christ
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Abstract

The location of Mecca in the heart of one of the most arid regions of the
world has meant that the presence and provision of water to pilgrims is
both a practical and spiritual necessity. This paper will discuss the
practical measures taken by Muslim leaders to ensure the provision of
water and also factors which threatened the water supply. From the
earliest times the principal Hajj routes from Egypt, Syria, and Iraq were
provided with facilities to ensure that pilgrims could survive the harsh
deserts of Arabia. The facilities included water cisterns and wells and in
some cases, settlements were developed to provide provisions and
services to the pilgrims. However political fragmentation during the
11th to 15th centuries meant that the Hajj routes were neglected and
many of the facilities which had been built by the early Muslim rulers
had fallen into disuse. With the Ottoman conquest of Arabia in the
sixteenth century, there was a renewed interest in the Hajj routes with
particular attention to the route from Damascus. During the sixteenth
century, the Ottomans did not provide many new water facilities. They
did build fortresses which protected the existing wells and cisterns
which lined the route. However, from the seventeenth century onwards
increasing attacks by Bedouin combined with larger numbers of people
joining the Hajj meant that more water facilities were required. The
increased pressure on the Hajj route culminated in the massacre of
thousands of pilgrims in 1748. In response, the Ottomans built more
stations along the route including in places where there were no natural
water sources. Each year the new stations were provided with water
carried in animal skins before the arrival of the Hajj caravan.
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Abstract

The field of psychology of religion is a realm of psychology that
scrutinizes various dimensions of religion from a psychological
perspective. This paper tries to elucidate some of the opinions of
religious psychologists on pilgrimage, centering around JM Nelson's
work, Psychology, Religion, and Spirituality (2009), RC Hilario's article
titled Efficacy and Limitations of Pilgrimage as a Remedy for Depression
(2023), and the article written by of Mihaela Rus and Ciprian-Vasile Rus,
Theological and Psychological Profile of Christian Pilgrim (2023). Nelson
perceives pilgrimage as a journey from the familiar to the unfamiliar, an
abandonment of the mundane, and a pursuit of an ideal. He investigates
the motivations, objectives, and stages of this journey. According to him,
pilgrimage motivations can be categorized as devotional, religious,
instrumental, and undefined. Some of the objectives of pilgrimage
include self-improvement, responding to an inner calling, and
transcending the mundane. Deciding to break away from everyday life,
moving towards a sacred space, entering that sacred space, and
experiencing the sacred, constitute the stages of pilgrimage. Hilario
posits that pilgrims seek to establish a connection with their religious
beliefs during their pilgrimage, as if the pilgrimage site serves as a
source of truths and the pilgrims' beliefs. Regarding depression,
Hilario's research suggests that individuals experience greater
contentment and peace in their post-pilgrimage lives due to the
reinforcement of inner faith. Patients, too, exhibit enhanced resilience
and self-acceptance following their pilgrimages. From the perspective of
Mihaela Rus and Ciprian-Vasile Rus, pilgrimage represents a quest for
authenticity and an opportunity for personal development. They
consider it a novel approach to encountering the divine, which leads to
fresh insights into life. In sum, religion psychologists view pilgrimage as
a return to spirituality, imparting a form of spiritual discipline to
individuals. Moreover, pilgrimage fosters a novel outlook on life and
serves as a coping mechanism in the face of life's tribulations.
Keywords: pilgrimage, psychology of religion, ]J. M. Nelson, R. C. Hilario,
Mihaela Rus and Ciprian-Vasile Rus
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Abstract

Pilgrimage is one of the concepts that has been subjected to various
reductions. These reductions separate the pilgrimage from its present
life and ultimately lead to social weakness in the field of pilgrimage.
According to ritualistic reduction, the role of pilgrimage in life is
overlooked. Based on economic reduction, the pilgrimage is an
instrument for materialistic and capitalistic goals. As a matter of fact,
pilgrimage is a secondary source of knowledge and an intermediary in
giving meaning to various aspects of life. It directs the different parts of
life and consolidates numerous elements toward the final goal.
Pilgrimage is a turning point in the advancement of society's knowledge,
and if it can be publicized in the tangible areas of life as a central and
meaning-giver component, it will provide a foundation for the
advancement of the social system towards ideals. The processing of
pilgrimage's conceptual and ideological backgrounds for their
presentation in the contemporary everyday life system, which should be
indirect and not-imperative, is considered a fundamental strategy in this
field. Art, due to its inherent characteristics, is the best tool for this
process. The use of indirect language, universality in communication,
compatibility with contemporary conditions, profound influence, and a
wide range of audiences are the most important inherent characteristics
of art that provide a platform for the flow of pilgrimage in the social
realm. Throughout history, art has always served for the dissemination
of religious teachings. In order for art to play a role in the popularization
of pilgrimage effects, it is necessary to clearly define the roles of
policymakers and supervisors of pilgrimage, theorists, and artists, and
regulate the relationships and variables between them. Furthermore,
the process of transforming abstract concepts into artistic forms should
also be studied in order to strengthen the discourse of pilgrimage and
make it a dominant one.
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Pilgrimage in Christianity dates back to the birth of Christ and is
considered a central concept in this religion. The visit of the Three Wise
Men to the infant Jesus is the first recorded pilgrimage in the Gospel.
The Camino de Santiago (the Way of St. James), which according to
Christian tradition took shape after the discovery of the tomb of the
apostle James with the guidance of the stars, is another important
pilgrimage in Christianity. The Way of St. James is one of the most
famous pilgrimage paths in the world. It is the most popular pilgrimage
destination in Europe after Jerusalem and Rome. Pilgrimage walks play
a vital role in the religious experience of Christians. These walks expose
individuals to a wondrous experience of spiritual and meaningful spaces
and contribute to an increase in spirituality and faith in Christ. By
delving deeper into these spiritual pilgrimages and walks, we can
identify the key characteristics and components that have played a role
in creating religious utopian places. These studies help us understand
the best methods and influential factors in designing and constructing
these places, and then we can benefit from them in various religious and
spiritual environments.

Key words: pilgrimage, anthropology, utopia, the Way of St. James (the
Camino de Santiago)
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Abstract

The Holy Quran contains a collection of words and terms (signs)
organized around the word “Allah”. The word “Allah” is the highest
central word around which all keywords of the Quran revolve.
Therefore, the semantic system of the Quran is a monotheistic system.
The religious texts that have emerged over time alongside the Quran are
dependent on their semantic connection with Quranic words and are
aligned with Quran about this central word (Allah) and semantic
system. As a result, the keywords and signs of these texts which are
centered around the word “Allah,” create a culture that gives meaning to
the lives of Muslims. Therefore, pilgrimage texts (as one type of these
religious texts) are in fact theological books, and pilgrimage sites are
centers for monotheism and God’s remembrance. The discourse of
pilgrimage texts indicates the spiritual communication of the pilgrim
with the Almighty God through the Prophet or the Imam. The proximity
of the Prophet and the Imam to God justifies this intermediary
communication. Signs such as affection (Mawaddah), authority
(Wilayah), intercession (Shafa‘ah), friendship (Tawalli), and aversion
(Tabarri), clearly indicate this pattern of communication, which is
completely monotheistic and authorized with God.
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Abstract

The act of pilgrimage (especially Hajj) and visiting sacred places has
been a subject of interest for Muslim poets in composing poems. This
inclination has led to the emergence of various genres in Persian
literature related to pilgrimage poetry. In this study, examples of each of
these genres are examined: longing poems or wish poems has reflected
the poets' eagerness and desire to pilgrimage; Pilgrimage prayers in the
form of poems, such as the poems of Ziyarat Ashura, Ziyarat Jami'ah
Kabirah, etc.; Chavoshkhani has been used for farewelling the pilgrims
and welcoming them; Inscriptions on shrines’ gates and tiles, and
epitaphs express the poets' respect for the buried figures in holy
shrines; Chronograms have referred to the time of construction or
repair of holy shrines, the installation of tombs, and similar issues;
Repentance poems, intercession poems, Salam and Salawat poems, and
the like has been related to the etiquette of visiting the holy souls and
the spiritual transformations of the pilgrim; Poems in terms of social
issues related to pilgrimage, such as the aggression of invading
countries against holy sites and complaint poems; Critical poems aimed
at teaching proper pilgrimage; Ta'zieh poems which has been about
visiting sacred places and describing the dangers that pilgrims face, or
narrating the miracles that appear during these journeys.

Keywords: Persian literature, literary genres, typology, religious
poetry, pilgrimage
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Abstract
One of the customs emphasized in almost all divine religions is the
presence of believers in specific places to perform rituals. Due to the
connection of this matter with prophethood, it can also be discussed
from a philosophical perspective. In this research, seven philosophical
foundations regarding the pilgrimage and how it affects the souls of
believers have been enumerated: 1. Based on principles of Islamic
philosophy, creation occurs in a specific order and through the
mediation of angels of Divine Proximity. , 2. Causality is dependent on
the cognation between cause and effect, which can be conceived in two
ways: one in terms of bringing into existence, and the other in terms of
bestowing secondary perfections, 3. Bestowing perfection is in
accordance with the individual’s capability, as the Almighty (the
Absolute Bestower) does not deprive anyone of any goodness unless
they lack the capability to receive it, 4. Human souls differ in their
acceptance of spiritual perfections. A few individuals, without the need
for teachers, have the capability for completeness (holy souls), and if
they reach the rank of intellects or higher, they show the same effects as
those manifested by angels of Divine Proximity, 5. The purpose of
pilgrimage is to acquire perfection for the pilgrim’s soul, which is also
dependent upon his/her capability, 6. Physical matters are influenced by
spiritual matters. For example, a place that has a connection to the body
of a divine human (such as his/her burial place or the place of his/her
residence), obtains a certain degree of real eminence. This place-related
perfection brings about perfection for other bodies which are in contact
with that place, 7. The gathering and multitude of physical bodies is also
important because the greater number of pilgrims indicates the greater
attention to the divine person. Based on these foundations, it can be
concluded that the influence of a divine human is greater than that of
the intellects, as their cognation to humans is greater than that of angels
of Divine Proximity. On the other hand, the perfection of a divine human
is equal to or greater than that of the angels. Therefore, paying attention
to the divine humans, or visiting places related to them, or any other
action that strengthens the aspects of resemblance, harmony, and
capability to attain perfection, leads to an increase in perfection for the

human soul.

Keywords: pilgrimage, philosophy, causality, cognation between cause

and effect
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Abstract

The major books written on the topic of pilgrimage in Christianity are
mainly dedicated to the two Catholic and Orthodox denominations.
Pilgrimage is not an independent concept in the two Testaments, but
rather an implicit notion in the journeys of the prophets or explanations
of worship. Islamic scholars have also stated that pilgrimage is
mentioned in the early Islamic texts not as an independent concept, but
in the form of Hajj. It can be said that pilgrimage in Christianity began in
the fourth century AD. In Christianity history, two types of pilgrimage
are distinguished from each other: physical pilgrimage as a movement
from one place to another, and spiritual pilgrimage. The theological
basis for both types of pilgrimage returns to the Christian beliefs about
the martyrdom and Ascension of Jesus Christ. The spiritual pilgrimage is
based on the Christian belief that after death, Jesus ascended with his
body, and therefore his body is not in a specific place to be visited. The
basis of physical pilgrimage is the belief of Christians that visiting the
place where Jesus lived improves their relationship with God. Thomas a
Kempis, a 15th-century theologian, rejects physical pilgrimage. Martin
Luther, the initiator of religious reform in Christianity, who himself used
to go on pilgrimage, criticized physical pilgrimage in his later works in
addition to criticizing the church, bishops, and the Pope. Some Christian
theologians and writers after the religious reforms wrote books
rejecting pilgrimage in allegorical and implicit language. These works,
including the book “The Pilgrim's Progress from This World to That
Which Is to Come” by John Bunyan (a reformist theologian), reject
physical pilgrimage. John Bunyan's book can be considered a statement
of faith for religious reformers following Luther. They translated this
book into other languages, including Persian.

Keywords: spiritual pilgrimage, physical pilgrimage, religious reforms,
Thomas a Kempis, Martin Luther, John Bunyan
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Abstract
Architecture is an artistic endeavor to create an environment, a tool to
meet needs, and a cultural craft that narrates its social origins. Religious
architecture is a type of architecture and an intermediary for expressing
complex cultural, religious, historical, and symbolic concepts. Sacred
places such as temples, pilgrimage sites, sacred natural objects, tombs,
etc. are created as a result of the manifestation of the sacred place.
Shrines and mausoleums are among the sacred places, and pilgrimage is
the most important behavior performed there. Pilgrimage can be seen as
the direct action of the pilgrim in the sacred place, often accompanied by
intention, travel and movement towards the shrine, presence in it,
observance of pilgrimage rituals and customs, and the performance of
religious rites and ceremonies. Mausoleum architecture and pilgrimage
have a reciprocal relationship; mausoleum architecture forms the place
of pilgrimage, and pilgrimage rituals shape the formation of the
mausoleum. Thus, pilgrimage is a spatial phenomenon. This relationship
is one of the examples of the relationship between the theology of
pilgrimage and architecture. On the other hand, the agency of humans
and their bodies in performing pilgrimage rituals and the presence of
the sacred individual's body in mausoleums generally make the
pilgrimage an embodied phenomenon. The study of the relationship
between the three main components of pilgrimage, namely the object of
pilgrimage, the shrine, and the pilgrim in the holy shrine of Imam Reza,
the most important religious structure in Iran, and the investigation of
its architectural transformations, show that its initial architectural form
has influenced the formation of pilgrimage rituals. Moreover, it is shown
that the traditions of pilgrimage, the pilgrim’s form of presence, and the
position of the Imam’s body (object of pilgrimage) have played a
significant role in the holy shrine’s architectural transformations.
Keywords: architecture, theology of pilgrimage, holy shrine of Imam
Reza, embodiment, rituals
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Abstract
“Haram” (which in Arabic literally means prohibition) is the most important
and commonly used term in Islamic culture for sacred places. The first instance
of this concept was the Masjid al-Haram. According to the famous Fatwa by
Muslim jurists, entry into the precinct of Masjid al-Haram is forbidden and
prohibited for non-Muslims. Gradually, this rule expanded to include other
mosques and Islamic holy sites, including pilgrimage sites. The Fatwa provided
a basis for the emergence of a social convention and also a law backed by
Muslim administrations. In other words, this prohibition gradually took on
three complementary aspects: jurisprudence (Sharia), law (administrations),
and convention (society). Reports from European travelers indicate that from
the Safavid period onwards, restrictions and prohibitions on the entry of non-
Muslims into mosques and pilgrimage sites (such as the holy shrines of Imam
Reza and Fatima al-Ma'suma) were implemented gradually. The strictest
enforcement of these restrictions occurred during the Qajar period. In the
Pahlavi era and from the end of Reza Shah’s period, the mentioned law was
reduced for pilgrimage sites, allowing foreign tourists and other non-Muslims
to enter mosques and visit them. However, the prohibition on entry into
pilgrimage sites remained in place until three decades after the victory of the
Islamic Revolution. In addition to Iran, a similar prohibition existed in the holy
sites of Iraq. In recent years, however, the mentioned law has changed, and the
doors of pilgrimage sites (such as the shrines of Shia Imams in Iraq and Iran)
have been opened to diplomatic delegations from other countries and foreign
tourists in general. To the extent that, one can even observe competition among
the custodians of these pilgrimage sites in attracting foreign visitors. Numerous
factors have been involved in this change of approach, from global
developments and increased interactions and communications with other
nations to political will and the interests of the official Shia institution, and
most importantly, the widespread and rapid cultural changes in contemporary
Iranian society, which have laid the groundwork for profound transformations
in the religious culture and rituals of Shia Islam. As a result of these changes, we
are witnessing a conceptual shift from “Haram (i.e. holy shrine” to “cultural
heritage” and from “pilgrimage/pilgrim” to “religious tourism/religious
tourist,” which one of its consequences is opening of the doors of holy sites to
non-Muslims.
Keywords: Haram (holy shrine), European travelogues, prohibition of entry for
non-Muslims, pilgrimage, religious tourism
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Abstract

Pilgrimage, a transformative expedition of the human spirit, is
undertaken by a select group possessing introspection and intellectual
prowess. It serves as a liberating act, freeing individuals from the
constraints of personal bondage. In this progressive era, diverse
religions and cultures continue to embrace the spiritual advancements
achieved through devotion, pilgrimage, and renunciation. These sacred
journeys and the pursuit of enlightenment thrive as ceremonial
observances within revered centers, following the path dictated by one's
faith. Through these hallowed voyages, humanity endeavors to
transcend the limitations of ego, the distorted perception of self, and
attain inner tranquility. Hajj, the mandated pilgrimage of Islam, is
regarded as a solemn and sacred duty for every Muslim to undertake at
least once in their lifetime. It surpasses customary practices and
symbolizes divine spirituality. Conversely, Christian belief perceives
Jerusalem as a place of exploration, wherein the sanctity of Christ is
discovered within one's own life. Likewise, in Hinduism, pilgrimages to
holy sites like Varanasi, reminiscent of the revered waters of the Ganges,
represent a transformative journey of spiritual purification and
liberation of the soul. The significance of these locations lies not only in
the pursuit of self-fulfillment but also in the quest for ultimate divine
truth and the tranquility of the soul. This paper aims to explore the
theme of pilgrimage in different religions and cultures, shedding light on
the intricate tapestry of human spirituality. By examining the theological
and cultural nuances surrounding these sacred pilgrimages, this paper
would seek to unravel their profound impact on individuals and
societies reviewing the pathways of self-realization, the fulfilment of
desires and aspirations, and the sacred connection with the divine that
these chosen pilgrimages offer adherents of various faiths. Through an
exploration of diverse perspectives, this paper aims to foster a deeper
understanding of the transformative power of pilgrimage in the human
experience.

Keywords: pilgrimage, theology, religion
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Abstract

This paper aims to take the sociological and anthropological narratives
of Turkish pilgrims as a point of departure in discussing the experience
of Hajj through its capacity to address the senses and evoke emotions.
So, this project will argue these senses and emotions to be related to the
spiritual experience of the pilgrimage to Mecca and to be motivated by
the interactions of Muslim pilgrims belonging to diverse backgrounds
and nationalities. The Hajj itself brings together Muslims as
representing the global nation beyond the differences that might exist
within Muslim communities and national boundaries. However, this
project will also argue, that the use of senses in descriptions of the
pilgrimage at the personal level enables the individual Turkish pilgrims
to gain an ongoing awareness and sense regarding the time and place of
the pilgrimage upon their return to Turkey. The pilgrimage itself is an
emotionally powerful experience because of its effect and the impact it
is able to leave on the senses of both those who performed the Hajj as
well as those who listen to their narratives and stories. In her work “The
Hajj and the Anthropological Study of Pilgrimage” in Hajj: Global
Interactions Through Pilgrimage, Marjo Buitelaar points out the
importance of understanding specific instances of Hajj performances
within their wider historical and cultural contexts, each of which
testifies to the Hajj as a changing tradition. As a religious experience, the
sensual experience the pilgrims have may be perceptible, visible, and
audible, as well as provide a framework of emotions. From this point of
view, this work tries to reflect on the narrative experiences of Hajj
through the senses of sight like sound, smell, taste, and touch, and will
also reflect on how the transnational relations during Hajj become part
of these pilgrims’ sensory experience.

Keywords: Hajj, transnational community, identity, unity, spirituality,
emotions, Turkish pilgrims
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Abstract

Phenomenology is a method aimed at understanding what has
transpired within the consciousness and comprehension of the human
creator of a work/phenomenon. In this method, the researcher
endeavors, through an emic perspective, to identify the creator’s
comprehension, without affirmation or denial of the work’s propositions
and judgments. When Imamiyyah narrations (hadiths) are reinterpreted
through a phenomenological lens, new descriptions and elements
related to the concept of pilgrimage can be uncovered. A
phenomenological analysis of the narrations in the book “Kamil al-
Ziyarat” suggests that pilgrimage has trans-spatial dimensions. In other
words, pilgrimage does not entail physical presence within the
pilgrimage sites. These trans-spatial aspects are linked to two spheres:
epistemic and existential. From an epistemic perspective, a true
knowledge of the one being visited and their position is considered one
of the fundamental components of pilgrimage, and a separate section in
the book “Kamil al-Ziyarat” is dedicated to the epistemic understanding
of the Imams and the Ahl al-Bayt. The pilgrim's existential connection
with the one being visited is another core element of pilgrimage. The
narrations employ various expressions and forms to describe this
connection and existential relationship, including concepts such as love
for the one being visited, aversion to their adversaries, attention and
focus on the one being visited, and empathy with the one being visited
for their sufferings. Additionally, the issue of believing that the one
being visited is really present is also addressed in this context, which
has a special section in “Kamil al-Ziyarat.”

Keywords: pilgrimage, Kamil al-Ziyarat, phenomenology, knowledge of
one being visited, existential connection with one being visited
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Abstract

The holy shrine of Imam Reza is considered the most sacred pilgrimage
site for Iranian Muslims, and the pilgrims have their deepest and purest
pilgrimage experiences in this sacred place. The significance of this
shrine has led to numerous studies on the pilgrimage in terms of this
holy site. These numerous studies and researches necessitate a
systematic review study. To this aim, 155 articles and dissertations on
the general topic of Imam Reza and pilgrimage, as well as 9 articles on
the typology of pilgrims, have been examined from various aspects such
as research methods, data collection, sample size, objectives, and
typology of pilgrims. The results indicate that: a) phenomenology is the
dominant method in these studies, b) data collection methods vary,
including in-depth interviews with pilgrims, authors' lived experiences,
analysis of anecdotes, personal letters to Imam, and travelogues, c) the
minimum sample size in these studies was 6, and the maximum was 30,
d) the common objective of all authors was to examine and understand
the pilgrimage experience from the perspective of pilgrims at the holy
shrine of Imam Reza and their typology, e) typologies of pilgrims have
been presented in various ways, resulting from the different
perspectives of the authors. Some categorize pilgrims based on
religiosity patterns, while others categorize them based on modernity.
For example, based on religiosity patterns, pilgrimage styles are
classified as doctrinal, traditional, intellectual, ritualistic,
commemorative, functional, and meaning-based. From the perspective
of modernity, pilgrimage styles are categorized as virtual, feminine,
metropolitan, traditional, modern, and post-modern.

Keywords: typology, pilgrims, holy shrine of Imam Reza,
phenomenology, pilgrimage
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Abstract

The late medieval Christian theologian and philosopher Nicholas of Cusa
(1401-1464) is well known for his mystical masterpiece, De visione Dei,
and for his constructive Christian engagement with Islam. Nicholas of
Cusa wrote De visione Dei the same year that he composed his Christian-
Muslim dialogue De pace fidei. Both De visione Dei and De pace fidei
feature the movements and modalities of medieval pilgrimage and the
importance of sacred space, religious icon and text, and spiritual
directive in the religious journey from God and the return to God. This
paper unfolds Nicholas of Cusa’s mystical pilgrimage of De visione Dei as
coinciding with his journey to religious peace in God in De pace fidei, and
explicates how he expands the medieval Christian experience of
pilgrimage to the discovery of peace between the world’s religions, as
well as considering what this means for the nexus and praxis of
mysticism and religious dialogue today.

Keywords: pilgrimage, interreligious dialogue, Nicholas of Cusa,
mysticism
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Abstract

Brexit was a project shaped at the fringes of official politics. Unusually,
however, it maintained its fringe-like qualities, including its lack of
clarity and ambivalence, even as it took center stage in the political
affairs of the UK for more than three years. In such a transitional period,
powerless segments of society, including vulnerable non-white
communities, face a much larger and more multifaceted crisis than other
sectors of the population. The question of border controls and forms of
identification for migrants and those of hyphenated nationality is an
alarming sign of a homeland turning into a hostile environment. By
relying on data gathered in a three-year-long ethnographic study of the
Shia Muslim communities in Scotland, I elaborate on how Scottish
citizens marked by their religious culture and darker skin are handling
the uncertainty created by Brexit and redefining their connection to
their homeland through getting blessing for their flag.

Keywords: Brexit, Scottish Shia, Muslims in Europe, St Andrew’s cross,
Imam Hussain
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Abstract

Education, in the sense of nurturing talents, involves fostering one's
abilities/capacities and creating a conducive environment for desirable
changes toward a specific goal. In traditional perspectives, education
was often carried out through methods of spatial insulation,
indoctrination, and alienating the learner from environments
incongruent with the values of the instructor. However, these
approaches have become less effective for religious education in the
contemporary era due to the decline in the efficacy of spatial insulation
with the proliferation of various media and the wide availability of
diverse information that young people are exposed to. Accordingly,
which makes indoctrination has become less tenable. It appears that the
narrated prayers for pilgrimage, which have been handed down by
Infallible Imams, have a great capacity for religious education in the
modern era. For instance, in this research, the texts of comprehensive
pilgrimage prayers (Ziyarat al-Jamia‘ah) have been chosen.
Comprehensive pilgrimage prayers like Ziyarat al-Jamia‘ah al-
Kabirah are not limited by time and place and are not specifically for
one Imam, so one can visit any Imam at any time and place, and recite
these prayers for them. The first educational principle in comprehensive
pilgrimage prayers is elucidation. In elucidation, the pilgrim becomes
acquainted with the changes that are expected to occur in their thoughts
and behaviors as a result of the pilgrimage. For example, while reading
Ziyarat al-Jamia‘ah al-Kabirah, the pilgrim says “Allahu Akbar” (God
is the greatest) a hundred times to remind themselves of the Oneness of
God, and then, within the text of these prayers, they request intellectual
capacity for themselves, believing that the blessings of the Ahl al-Bayt
will bring order to their world. The second educational principle that
can be found in Ziyarat al-Jamia‘ah al-Kabirah is the discovery of
standards and educational rules, including the standards of justice, and
the precedence of God over everything and everyone. The third
educational principle in pilgrimage prayers is the transformation of the
religious perspective, which results in the appreciation of the
components of religious beliefs, emotions, and religious experiences,
ultimately leading to a profound transformation in the concept of
religiosity.

Keywords: Pilgrimage, Educational Teachings, Elucidation, Educational
Principles, Transformation in Religiosity
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Abstract

In the distant and close vicinity of Iran in the east and northeast, there
are noticeable centers of civilization and culture, among which are the
Middle Asia, South Asia, Southeast Asia, and China. These regions, on the
one hand, have accommodated a large number of Muslims today and, on
the other hand, many of these Muslims are classified as non-
denominational Muslims. Historically, these Muslims have always been
in contact with Iranian culture and a number of them have continuously
come to visit the shrine of Imam Reza (AS). In this text, after mentioning
the history of the pilgrimage to Imam Reza’s shrine in these regions, I
argue that this pilgrimage has always been a factor in Iran's cultural
presence in the East and its connection with Muslims in the East, and
reviving and underpinning this pilgrimage can be a step towards
strengthening Iran's cultural presence and influence in those regions.
Keywords: pilgrimage, holy shrine of Imam Reza, border,
transnationalism
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Abstract

Covenant is a fundamental concept in Abrahamic religions and is
mentioned approximately three hundred times in the Bible. In the
Jewish faith, the mission of prophets revolves around the covenant that
God made with them, with emphasis on Abraham and Moses. The Bible
consists of two covenants, i.e. the Old and New Testaments. the Old
Testament is God’s covenant with prophets before Jesus - and the New
Testament pertains to God's covenant with Jesus. The Quran is also
God’s covenant. The Arabic term “‘Ahd” is repeated 50 times in Quran
which shows the depth of the bilateral relationship between God and
humans in faith and obedience to His commandments. It also organizes
the social relations among humans, which its more solid forms are
assigned to chosen nations, and its highest level to prophets and Imames.
In Quran, Imamate is a special covenant that was granted to Abraham
after being tested and has been carried on through the infallible
descendants of his lineage. In Islamic narrations, the Imam is considered
the trustee of this divine covenant, and he himself is the witness and
embodiment of God's covenant with humans. His life is a testimony to
his loyalty to the divine covenant in all aspects, and obedience to them is
the fulfillment of God's covenant. Based on this, visiting the Imams in the
form of pilgrimage, like Hajj, and visiting the Prophet's shrine, are all
established on the foundation of the covenant and serve as significant
rituals for renewing the covenant between humans and God. Some
Islamic narrations emphasize the connection between pilgrimage and
this covenant. For example, Imam Reza (PBUH) has stated: “Every Imam
has a covenant with his loyal followers, and complete fulfillment of this
covenant lies in visiting their shrines. If a pilgrim visits the Imam out of
love for him and his goals, he/she will be interceded for by Imam on the
Day of Judgment.”

Keywords: pilgrimage, Testament, Covenant, Abrahamic religions,
Quran, Imam



15| The International Conference on Theology of Pilgrimage, Mashhad, Iran, November 2023

Theology of Pilgrimage and Traditional Arts

Iraj Dadashi
Assistant Professor, Tehran University of Art, Tehran, Iran | dadashi@art.ac.ir

Abstract

Tradition is not limited to its conventional and common meanings. [t can
be better understood when compared to similar terms in Eastern
traditions such as the Hindu tradition, which is called “Rta,” and in
Chinese tradition, called “Tao,” and in the Zoroastrian tradition, called
“Arta” or “Asha.” Additionally, understanding the meanings of Quranic
terms like “Sunnat al-Allah” and “Kalimat al-Allah” as unchangeable and
divine foundations can also provide a more accurate understanding of
tradition. It is true that Honar (a Persian word used contemporarily as a
translation for art), in its first historical usage, would refer to a complete
and virtuous human being, however, it is today understood as art, so we
can talk about traditional art against modern art. If modernity, as
Habermas states, derives its values from within itself and is
autonomous, tradition is the opposite, as it is divinely founded.
Therefore, traditional art or crafts, according to Muslim thinkers, is an
art that arises from the principles of divine traditions. Traditional crafts,
in the thoughts of Muslim philosophers and mystics, are considered one
of the two branches of practical wisdom. Nasir al-Din Tusi describes
theoretical wisdom as the form and practical wisdom as the matter,
which cannot exist without each other. The purpose and goal of crafts,
or more generally, practical wisdom, is to achieve perfection and
happiness, just as it is in theoretical wisdom. Therefore, traditional art
or crafts are a way or method to attain perfection. This meaning aligns
with the concept of Honar in its historical sense, which means a
complete human being. Traditional art means art that arises from
traditional principles. Since work, profession, and art are ways to
achieve perfection, it seems that traditional art is a way of living with
the principles of tradition. Traditional art is also a spiritual and ritual
duty that preserves and keeps the tradition and helps it to be
externalized. The manliness or chivalrous customs (Futuwwat) in Iran
and the Islamic world are, in fact, a kind of code of conduct for
performing rituals in the form of crafts and arts. One of the
manifestations of traditional art throughout the history of Islamic
civilization has been the sacred pilgrimage sites, with the Kaaba being at
the forefront. In the pilgrimage sites or holy shrines in Iran, the
architecture of the buildings and the objects present in these structures
are all created by traditional artists. The art of shrine-making itself is
considered the main characteristic of Iranian traditional arts in the
shrines.

Keywords: tradition, art, traditional art, pilgrimage
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Abstract

Pilgrimage holds a significant place in the religious practices of various
faiths, offering devotees a transformative spiritual journey. This paper
presents a comparative historical analysis of pilgrimage in Islam and
Christianity, exploring their origins, development, and the factors
contributing to their popularity. By examining the historical context, key
pilgrimage sites, and the motivations behind these sacred journeys, this
study sheds light on the similarities and differences between Islamic
and Christian pilgrimage traditions. The research points out an
exploration of the origins of pilgrimage in both religions. In Christianity,
the practice of pilgrimage can be traced back to the early days of the
faith when followers sought to visit significant sites associated with
Jesus Christ, such as his birthplace in Bethlehem or the crucifixion site in
Jerusalem. On the other hand, in Islam, the institution of pilgrimage was
established by the Prophet Muhammad during the early 7th century.
The first pilgrimage to Mecca, known as Hajj, marked a turning point in
the history of Islam and became an integral part of the faith. This study
focuses into the historical factors that contributed to the popularity of
pilgrimage in both religions. For Christianity, the spread of the Roman
Empire played a crucial role, as it facilitated the accessibility of holy
sites and encouraged believers to undertake sacred journeys. Moreover,
the Crusades, launched in the Middle Ages, heightened the importance
of pilgrimage in Christianity, as devotees sought to visit sites liberated
from Muslim control. In Islam, the expansion of the Islamic Empire and
the construction of grand mosques and pilgrimage centres, such as the
Masjid al-Haram in Mecca and the Al-Agsa Mosque in Jerusalem,
elevated the significance of pilgrimage for Muslims worldwide. By
comparing the historical development and practices of pilgrimage in
Islam and Christianity, this research aims to deepen our understanding
of these religious traditions and the role of pilgrimage within them. So
the researcher believes that this topic has relevance in this
contemporary world to be studied academically.

Keywords: Theology, Hajj, Crusade, Crucifixion, Pilgrimage, Religions
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The “Rawda” of Krsna: Caitanya Vaisnava Pilgrimage
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Abstract

Starting with al-Biruni, Muslims have been reflecting on the Hindu
tradition for a millenium. However, when we look historically at Muslim
writings about Hindus, there is heavy emphasis on the philosophy of
Yoga and Advaita Vedanta from both al-Biruni and later thinkers such
Dara Shukoh, Mir Fendereski and others. The Vaisnava Hindu schools of
thought have received very little attention from Muslim scholars of
Hinduism. The Caitanya Vaisnavas are a 500-year-old community that
began under the Bengal Sultanate, and which has become increasingly
popular around the world amongst both converts and those born into
Hindu families. Their pilgrimage practices in the land of Vraja, located in
the Indian state of Uttar Pradesh, highlight their distinctive cosmology
and theology which Muslims are only beginning to understand. For
Caitanya Vaisnavas, this rural region was the most important site of
Krishna's time on Earth approximately 5000 years ago. But more
importantly, Vraja is ontologically connected to its eternal manifestation
in Vaikuntha, the eternal heavenly realm. So just as, for example, there is
an earthly Yamuna River that flows through Vraja in India, there is also a
heavenly Yamuna River where Krishna eternally interacts with his
devoted servants. Despite the fact that this eschatological vision differs
in fundamental ways from Islamic theology, an attempt will be made to
provide a conceptual bridge through the concept of the Rawda in
Madinah, which is conceived by Muslims as being a piece of the eternal
Garden (rawdatun min riyad al-Jannah).

Keywords: pilgrimage, Caitanya Vaisnavas, Vraja, Rawda, Hinduism,
Isalm



12| The International Conference on Theology of Pilgrimage, Mashhad, Iran, November 2023

Genius of the Soul: Rediscovering the Daimon
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Double Graduate, University of Oxford and Cambridge, UK | adinab@me.com
Abstract

Our choices define our character, but even moreso, they have the power
to transform fate into destiny, according to Heraclitus’ (c. 500 BCE)
“ethos anthropos daimon”. The oracle, Pythia, at the Temple of Apollo in
Delphi (c. 1000 BCE), is famed to have prophesied the ideal to ‘know
thySelf (yv®6L ceavtov). Both ancient and contemporary thinkers,
across multicultural milieus, refer to a calling of heroic nature, to turn
one’s efforts towards a pilgrimage, a form of cosmic ‘ziyarat’, in pursuit
of such a goal (Albert 1917, 58-78). The daimon, depending on various
traditions, can be named a ‘tutelary spirit’, ‘angel’, ‘ahura’, ‘daiva’ (in the
inscriptions of Xerxes), ‘deva’, or ‘kami’. It is guided by the logos of Self.
It functions between invisible and visible realms and “acts through
elements ‘inside’ and ‘outside’ the self” (Gall 1999, 64). Its highest
purpose is to re-mind the soul to return (epistrophe) to the source of
wisdom. John Dillon writes, “there is arguably a force in the universe, an
intellect that nudges, or draws, all living creation towards greater levels
of complexity” and awareness (2012, 20). Progress, for human beings in
a mysterious universe, could be better grasped by rediscovering the
intelligible genius, an immortal inter-mediator (Mihai 2010, 567) of a
supernal, recursive intelligence. Moreover, as you might see, this kind of
daimon is a messenger by providence, accessible through the
nooOsphere, a global mindscape of reason, in which every individual
partakes (Chardin 1922). Its meaning cannot be diminished to
conceptualist interpretations that take on linguistical appropriations.
Some argue that the daimon should not be confused with a “ghost,” or a
“demon” -- superstitions drawn from symbolism in popular mythology
and folklore (Herrenschmidt 1993, 599-602). In this paper, 1 will
critically explore these issues and inquire into their interdisciplinary
relevance today.

Keywords: genius of the soul, daimon, interdisciplinary approaches,
cross-cultural scholarship, pilgrimage, ziyarat, know thySelf
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Abstract

Throughout all historical periods, pilgrims have had different levels of
understanding and have done pilgrimage and written travelogues and
memoirs of their pilgrimage based on their understanding. In this
article, we do not discuss the rare cases found in all periods and instead
examine the main and general trends in terms of pilgrimage literature.
The general approach in pre-modern pilgrimage poetry has been very
close to court literature, just mentioning the grandeur of the shrines and
the greatness of the holy souls in a courtly manner. However, a
noticeable change has occurred in post-revolutionary (i.e. after the
Islamic revolution of 1979 in Iran) pilgrimage poetry. In this era, the
poet or pilgrim has a personal emotional connection with the divine
soul, understands the spiritual position of the Prophet or Imam, and in
his works -which can be considered a religious pilgrimage prayer in the
form of the poem- he addresses social teachings similar to the themes of
Ziyarat Jami'ah Kabirah (a very famous Shiite pilgrimage
prayer).Additionally, in conjunction with praising the greatness of the
divine soul, the poet openly expresses his own insignificance and
brokenness, either explicitly or symbolically. In some works, the poet
also has a socio-political understanding. For example, he speaks of the
social phenomenon of the pilgrimage of Arba'een or considers this great
phenomenon as the prelude to the reappearance of the twelfth Imam of
Shia. The socio-political understanding in contemporary literary works
is the direct result of the Islamic Revolution's effect on the culture. One
interesting aspect of Arba'een poems is their significant difference from
Ashura poems; they do not focus on mentioning calamities and events
but rather solely on the pilgrimage itself, the emotional state of the
pilgrim, and the pilgrim’s spiritual connection with the divine soul.
Another aspect of pilgrimage poems is ethnography and the expression
of pilgrimage customs and conditions and the lived experiences of
pilgrims. In this article, a specific focus is given to the pilgrimage to
Imam Reza (AS) and Arba'een.

Keywords: pilgrimage, ritual poetry, Imam Reza’s poerty, Arba'een’s
poetry, contemporary Persian literature
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Iranian Performance and Theology of Pilgrimage
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Abstract

This research, through contemplation on the concept of performance
and its position in Iranian rituals, and by identifying its fundamental
distinctions from Greek theater, demonstrates that Iranian drama can
be observed in all aspects of Iranian-Islamic culture, including various
forms of pilgrimage. In other words, the pilgrimage ceremonies
themselves can be seen as a particular manifestation of this
performance, rooted in Iranian beliefs, rituals, and thoughts. Therefore,
the theological discussion of pilgrimage can be understood as a form of
the theology of this performance, which connects the concept of drama
with Iranian-Islamic ontology and is based on the belief in the unseen
world and divine providence. Accordingly, some of the most important
concepts addressed in the theology of pilgrimage including the concept
of the unseen, the connection between the unseen and the tangible and
material world, and divine destiny, are also central subject matters of
[ranian drama. Iranian performance aims to make the intangible and
invisible tangible and visible to its audience. Iranian performance has
manifested itself primarily in the structure of the Persian language and
its literature. Thus, artistic expressions of the unseen and divine destiny
can also be found in the interpretations of Iranian classical poets. It
shows that Iranian performance is not only distinct from Greek theater
but also in direct contrast and confrontation with it.

Keywords: theology of pilgrimage, Iranian performance, Iranian rituals,
theater
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Abstract

The first issue in understanding the relationship between pilgrimage
and politics is the recognition that pilgrimage is a meeting with the
sacred. In the mythological world, as well as the world which was
opened to humanity through the Abrahamic religions, the sacred is
placed at the center, and the position of affairs is defined and measured
in relation to that. However, if politics, as the moment in which the finite
encounters the infinite, opens the future for human and lets him/her to
transcend oneself, then pilgrimage, or the meeting with the sacred, can
be the breaking point of the cycle of repetition in the mythological world
and leads to the birth of politics. If politics is understood not only as the
administration or governance, but according to post-metaphysical
literature as “the political” - which is the essence of politics - then the
connection between politics and pilgrimage will be meaningful. Here,
politics is no longer a professional matter solely engaged in by
politicians. Instead, politics is a public calling that allows individuals,
despite various inequalities, to find themselves equal in the face of it.
Based on this understanding of politics, the mourning and lamentation
rituals of Imam Hussain (AS) or the pilgrimage of Arba'een can be a
source of political birth for Shiism. Furthermore, based on this
understanding of politics, we can also say that in the modern world,
despite the call for disenchantment or desacralization, a secular form of
the sacred has created new centers for people to gather. Although we
witness the proliferation of these centers in the modern city, places such
as concert halls, stadiums, stock exchange halls, etc., are the very points
that have constructed sacred rituals around themselves, and perhaps
the expansion of disenchantment in postmodern thought has targeted
these emerging centers.

Keywords: politics, the political, pilgrimage, self-transcendence
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Abstract

The pilgrimage journey, arising from emotions and the desire for
visiting the sacred, has been a common practice among Muslims and the
Shia community in the form of performing Hajj or visiting the blessed
tombs of religious figures, as well as the shrines of Shia Imams and
Imams' descendants. Pilgrimage journeys were very difficult in the past,
but these difficulties were overcome by the enthusiasm to benefit from
its spiritual achievements. Women, due to their physical delicacy
compared to men and certain emotional characteristics, faced different
challenges and have different motivations for pilgrimage journeys. This
article, using a descriptive-analytical approach and relying on library
sources and documents from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, examines
the reasons behind women's decision to undertake pilgrimage journeys,
the spiritual and emotional atmosphere of the journey, and the specific
problems faced by women in these journeys. The results of the study
indicate that the interest in benefiting from the religious achievements
of this spiritual journey, the eagerness to be present in the shrines of the
Imams and visit them, the hope for their blessings, the healing and
treatment of certain illnesses, praying for others, solving marital
problems, and other similar matters have influenced women'’s
motivations for pilgrimage journeys. Additionally, the hope for spiritual
and physical purity and grace during the journey has been a motivator
for its continuation. Some physical disorders specific to women and
related illnesses, the lack of sanitary travel facilities, discomfort and
annoyance due to the negligence of some fellow travelers in observing
cleanliness, physical and mental fatigue from long journeys, the fear of
being unable to observe pilgrimage rituals and other similar distressing
matters have bothered the delicate souls of women.

Keywords: pilgrimage, women, emotional disorders, healing, blessing,
theology of pilgrimage
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Abstract

In religious studies, pilgrimage sites are symbols of the beliefs of each
religion. These shrines usually have common features and are open to
both men and women, regardless of gender. However, among them,
there are a few shrines that are somehow dedicated to women; for
example, they are exclusively for women to visit, or these shrines have
some functions and achievements exclusively for women, or even
though these shrines are primarily built by men, they are managed and
overseen by women, forming a kind of women's administration that has
also made the pilgrimage rituals somewhat specific to them. This
exclusivity has a special meaning. Of course, the motivations for this
exclusivity can vary in each religion, but by evaluating the narratives
about these pilgrimages in different religions, some similarities and
commonalities can be found. For example, in almost all of them, the
prominence of feminine identity in contrast to men and a male-
dominated society is very vivid. Moreover, some matters are exclusively
dedicated to women and the object of pilgrimage is usually a woman
who is venerated because of her suffering, virginity, etc. Examining
evidence from various religions, this research primarily focuses on
women's shrines in Iran, such as Bibi Shahrbanu Shrine in Shahr-e Rey,
Bibi Dokhtaran in Shiraz, Bibi Doost in Sistan, etc.

Keywords: women's pilgrimage sites, feminine identity, women’s
administration, theology of pilgrimage
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Theology of Pilgrimage as a Way of Interreligious
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Abstract

My research addresses Robert Orsi’s critique of the modern academic
study of religion in his “History and Presence” as neglecting “presence”
(hudur) in religious practice. It investigates the concept of presence in
Shi1 visitations/pilgrimage and its similar concepts in Catholicism and
Judaism. The article argues that understanding presence in Shi‘1 Islam is
vital to comprehend the role of religion in contemporary societies and
facilitates more inclusive interfaith dialogues. [ will address two central
questions. First, how can an understanding of presence/ hudir in Shi‘l
Islam contribute to interreligious understanding, and what are the
potential benefits of such a dialogue? Second, in what ways might the
recognition of the importance of presence challenge or reshape
prevailing assumptions about the role of religion in modern societies? In
response to the above-mentioned questions, my paper will discuss the
centrality of the concept of presence in Shi'1 Islam and explores how the
human-God relationship is mediated through the Imams and saints. The
article examines various forms of the presence of the sacred in Shi‘i
visitations and the significance of blessing or baraka mediated through
the Imams. Finally, emphasizing the importance of a phenomenological
study of presence in Shi‘7 Islam, it suggests that a comparative study of
the parallel concepts of presence/hudiir in Catholicism and Judaism
could lead to a more empathetic dialogue of religions and a better
understanding of the role of religion in the contemporary world.
Keywords: presence, hudir, pilgrimage, visitation Catholicism, Judaism
Imam, Shi‘1 Islam, Blessing, Baraka, visitation
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Abstract

In this paper I intend to show the tension between two notions of
‘ibadah [ 8ske] (worship) in Islam and an attempt at resolving it. There is
a central core meaning of ‘ibadah in the Qur’an. I will analyse various
classical tafaseer (Qur'anic exegetical texts) (both sunni and shi‘i) of the
Qur’an to show how this meaning emerges and also possibly few texts of
Islamic philosophy. This meaning is manifested through primarily two
modes; jalal [UM=>] (majestic or lordly) and jamal [JW=>] (aesthetic or
lover mode). I argue that these modes are primarily manifested in two
ritual worships ie. salah [69le] (Islamic ritual prayer) and hajj
[z>](Islamic ritual pilgrimage) . This brings out some tension in our
concept of ‘ibadah and this duality needs to be resolved. Salah is
primarily associated with a ‘royal’ or falall' worship and hajj is
associated with ‘ecstatic’ or ‘jamali’ (loosely translated). I argue that this
apparent tension leads us to a dynamic within the Islamic philosophy of
worship that reveals to us the true nature of worship and helps us
appreciate a holistic view of what worship means in Islam. The paper
also explores how remembrance, enactment, imitation of holy
personages (like Ibrahim [es2!»/] and Isma‘ll [Jssbwl] ‘alaihimussalam),
and obedience etc are integral parts of hajj worship and align with
tawhid (Islamic monotheism). I will also try to incorporate elements of
western philosophy of worship in my paper.

Keywords: philosophy of worship, hajj, salah
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Transformative Nature of Pilgrimage: Exploring
Psychological Impacts Implemented by Pilgrimage
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Abstract

This paper explores the psychological dimensions of pilgrimage as a
transformative and divine practice. Pilgrimage has been an integral part
of religious traditions throughout history, serving as a means of seeking
spiritual enlightenment, deepening faith, and forging a connection with
the divine. By examining the psychological foundations of pilgrimage,
this study seeks to unravel its intricate layers of meaning, exploring the
diverse ways in which pilgrimage is understood and experienced across
different social, religious, and cultural contexts. The psychological
dimensions of pilgrimage encompass a rich and intricate tapestry of
human experiences, beliefs, emotions, and transformations that unfold
within the sacred context of a pilgrimage journey. This paper explores
the psychological impact of pilgrimage on individuals, encompassing the
enhancement of well-being, sense of purpose, self-discovery, and
spiritual growth. Prophetic teachings emphasize that pilgrimage has
transformative power as the day his mother gave birth to him, thus by
examining the psychological dimension in nature of pilgrimage, this
study concentrates on how pilgrimage transforms a man to genuineness
as a born child. Furthermore, it aims to investigate impacts on
communities and wider society, highlighting the social evils being
eliminated by the process of pilgrimage. Through a comprehensive
analysis of religious teachings, modern psychological studies, and past
accounts of pilgrims, this paper illustrates the necessity of pilgrimage
and its relevance in the contemporary world.

Keywords: pilgrimage, transformative nature, prophetic teachings,
psychological impacts
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Abstract

From a religious perspective, the pilgrimage to Mecca and Medina is
associated with the journey to the Al-Agsa Mosque in Jerusalem.
Therefore, this article provides a critical analysis of the jurisprudential
rulings on travel/pilgrimage to these holy places, and its impact on the
relations between Muslims, Jews, and Christians in the thirteenth
century AD. This case study focuses on investigating the jurisprudential,
theological, and social relations of traveling to Jerusalem from Ibn
Taymiyyah's point of view. Ibn Taymiyyah states his rulings about these
relations in his 9-page treatise entitled “Qa‘idah fi Ziyarah Bayt al-
Maqdis”. He also provides a comparison between Islamic jurisprudential
and theological rulings with issues that have some similarity with Jews
and Christians and their feasts in his famous book “Iqtida’ as-Sirat al-
Mustaqim” (a book which deals with the relations of Muslims with the
People of the Book. Therefore, the present research intends to critically
examine the jurisprudential traditions and religious customs raised in
these two books in four axes: 1. Definition of Hajj, pilgrimage, and the
main terms in this field and comparison of them with Semitic languages;
2. Pilgrimage sites and their rulings (mosques, Dome of the Rock, and
the tombs of prophets); 3. Pilgrimage cities and their rulings (Jerusalem,
Medina, and Mecca); 4. Lawful and forbidden worship in pilgrimage
sites (prayer and supplications). Finally, this research explains the
characteristics of pilgrimage by Muslims and their connection with
other religious-social groups, and thus specifies their definition and
rulings from the perspective of Ibn Taymiyyah; rulings such as
encouraging travel to Jerusalem and visiting it, the virtue of visiting the
three mosques, the prohibition of visiting graves as a religious place, the
jurisprudential rulings related to lawful and unlawful worships during
the pilgrimage to the city of Jerusalem and its various places, as well as
other cities.

Keywords: pilgrimage, Ibn Taymiyyah, interfaith dialogue, Qa‘idah fi
Ziyarah Bayt al-Maqdis, Iqtida’ as-Sirat al-Mustaqim
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Abstract

The root of pilgrimage in Christianity can be traced back to the Jewish
pilgrimage to the Temple of Solomon in Jerusalem. According to the
Gospels, Jesus Christ himself, before his ascension, participated in these
ceremonies and engaged in discussions and conversations with Jewish
scholars. The beginning of pilgrimage as a formal religious ritual in
Christianity dates back to 325 AD when Helena, the mother of
Constantine, ordered the construction of the Church of Jerusalem.
Generally, most Christian pilgrimage sites are places where Jesus Christ
performed miracles or had a special presence in them, and later, a
church was built in the same location. One of these pilgrimage sites is
located in Egypt and is known as Deir el-Muharraq (The Monastery of
Virgin Mary in Koskam), belonging to the Coptic Orthodox Church of
Egypt. It is said that Jesus Christ, Mary, and Joseph the Carpenter resided
in this place for six months. The Torah also mentions a place of worship
in the center of Egypt, which Coptic Christians identify with the Deir el-
Muharraq. Therefore, this church holds great significance for Orthodox
Christians, and the value of its pilgrimage is equivalent to half of a
Christian pilgrimage. Pilgrims usually enter the church barefoot and
then proceed towards Jerusalem to complete their pilgrimage. Kissing
the pilgrimage site is a customary practice among Coptic Orthodox
Christians, as they believe that blessed objects in the name of the Lord
are inherently sacred. Additionally, the Deir el-Muharraq is the main
Coptic Orthodox Church where the Solemnity of the Ascension of Jesus
Christ takes place. During this ceremony, which starts after cropping the
wheat and about 10 days before the feast, approximately one million
people set up tents around the church and bring their sacrifices. This
ceremony symbolizes detachment from material life and ascension to
the higher realm.

Keywords: Deir el-Muharraq, Coptic Orthodox Church, pilgrimage
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Abstract

The attitude towards pilgrimage can be seen as a personal subject in a
theological system and analyzed from an existential perspective. In this
analysis, the act of pilgrimage is initiated —in an existential journey- with
a departure from inauthentic self, resulting in an existential becoming
that put forth numerous possibilities for human existence. Considering
the existentialist distinction between being in-itself (en-soi) and being
for-itself (pour-soi), the departure from oneself involves denying the
former (being in-itself) and prioritizing the latter (being for-itself). This
second being, unlike the first one, does not have a determined essence
and its precedence means the precedence of existence over essence and
restores authenticity to human existence. Pilgrimage is a boundary
situation for transcending every day and ordinary life, which, due to
complacency, has brought about the fall of Dasein, and deprived it of
self-consciousness and potentialities. Pilgrimage, as a subjective
phenomenon, is distinguished from visitation as an objective
phenomenon, and this distinction is based on a differentiation that
Marcel's establishes between mystery and problem. Pilgrimage cannot
be solved and completed as a problem; rather, it is an existential
mystery that one must live with and strive for transcendence. This
becoming is gained through a presence that occurs in the encounter
with the sacred as the absolute, and its result is the manifestation and
emergence of one's authentic self in pilgrimage.

Keywords: theology of pilgrimage, existential theology, mystery and
problem, being in-itself (en-soi), being for-itself (pour-soi), inauthentic
self, authentic self, boundary situations
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